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TO BE A GREAT STORYTELLER
Gary Smirh
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writer of stores, you must have experienced what
you wrie sbout So. put into your storles part of
yoursal! and your experience Iif you build your
characters on the personality characteristics of
People you have interacted with throughout your
e Your characters will come 1o life for your read-
&5 | have ghvays been chservant

of people and ther interactions UARY |
with others, and | balieve it has
been o my advantags. Tha War.
ren Stesigrave sares of books is
& series of seven books to dats
with muarry of the tama charactars
| have recersed emails from read
oz with concerms sbout the char
acters. | have received emaila
concermed with Warren Steel-
grave and his drinking too many
martinis. Concerng with Wamen
and Cindy's retebionsrg gs ey
werg regl people The murder of B
favorite charscter caused the
Mot Uprodr | st rernd peopie
8 ol that | write Sction

| harve baen ashad mary Bmes what | use for inspi-
ration. is & Iving in Raly hal! the year, or doss B
curreni event spark the idea for 8 story? The
anmenr 8 cormplogied  After freshng 8 book 0 the
Warren Stesigrave sanes. | Bunk thatl is the las!
Varren Stesigrave book | am tred of the seres
The series B cafhartc o me. and Bfer & wealk,
somethiryg is bothering me that | cannot put a finger
on, #0 | tart another Warren Elesigrave story
Soon the siory beging 'o take shape. The
subconsciout Idkes over and the issue that i
bofhartg e gurtposs from Yy sUbCONECIOUS and
becomes woven w0 the story This is precisely
whal ~appened wih my newes! book, Betrayal |
started arofher Warren Sieelgreve book unsure
what | sould »-te about

Aftar fre pecord chapler wha! surfeced wat 2
betrayel by » close fnend The country entered a
deep recessier: about thirty yasrs ago while | was

BETRAYAL

in business. The business was out of work and
cash, and my wife was pregnant with twins. | lost
the company and almost losl our house and health
insurance. After restarling the company, it was
discoverad thal the company's Chief Financlal
Officer had embezzled three hundred thousand
dollars over the lasi three years. The betrayal was

mast painful because this person

SMIT was a close friend worth a ot of

money. Someona | regarded as
family. That was when | undaer-
stood this quote from Danti
Alighieri. “The worst sinners in hel
were the iraitors. Those who
betrayed their loved ones, their
couniry, and their God."

HNow that | knew what | would writa
about, the story took off, it ba-
came @ story of belrayal that, as
pecple, we encounter in our Ives
avery day. A tale of treachery and
suspense in every chapter. The
betrayal of friendships, our gov-
arnment, our parsonal commil-
meants, and the worsl, balrayal of ourselves.

Each book in the seres has a compalling story and
& deeper meaning for those who find it. Of course,
| ' wart my readers (o enjoy the story. While reading
the story, | hope they identify whal Warmen Steel-
grave is struggling with personally. Whether it's
falling in love with a marmied woman the first book,
of Warren being confronted with his feelings
sround murder, the third book. My greates! joy is
receiving an email or comment from a reader stat-
ing a chapter or ecene caused them o pause and
think about an event in their life. That the book
geve them a new perspective. A chance to sit back
with a glass of wine and reflect on their life. What's
importani. How did they get the views on Fe they
hold?

| would love to hear from others with comments
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